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[Visited Apr'08] AccessPharmacy is a new addition to McGraw-Hill's online health 
science collections bearing the Access prefix. Using a popular formula pioneered 
by AccessMedicine, AccessPharmacy packages a suite of well-known 
authoritative texts enhanced by additional features. Whereas the classic 
Harrison's Principles of Internal Medicine (17th ed., 2008, ed. by A. S. Fauci et 
al.; 16th ed., 2005, ed. by D. L. Kasper et al.) anchors AccessMedicine, here the 
anchors are Goodman and Gilman's Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics, 
edited by L. L. Brunton et al. (11th ed., 2006) and Pharmacotherapy: A 
Pathophysiologic Approach, edited by J. T. DiPiro (6th ed., 2005), with 20 other 
titles in all. Major texts are continuously updated. Users may search across 
multiple titles, and technical terms link to a glossary. Gold Standard's Clinical 
Pharmacology http://www.clinicalpharmacology.com/ database is fully integrated, 
with links to its drug information monographs from within texts. Most colleges of 
pharmacy will already have subscriptions to this or a similar drug database. 
AccessPharmacy offers, in addition to the 22 books, a wealth of related content 
ranging from videos and images to podcasts and PDA downloads (e.g., the 
popular Diagnosaurus). AccessPharmacy includes daily pharmacotherapy news 
items, pill identification quizzes, charts, pharmacy board exam study materials, 
and a utility to create pharmaceutical care plans. The one multimedia tutorial is 
an excellent resource for teaching, and one wishes for more. Some of the 
content, such as calculators and lab test values, is available freely and in greater 
depth from other sources. Sales materials boast that this collection supports all 
aspects of the pharmacy curriculum; however, although pharmacy practice and 
pharmacotherapy are well covered, pharmaceutics, natural products, and the 
"hot topic" of evidence-based pharmacy seem weak. Competitive products are 
Wolters Kluwer's Facts and Comparisons http://www.factsandcomparisons.com/ 
and the suite of Thomson Healthcare products for academia 
http://www.micromedex.com/products/academics/. Comparative cost information 
was not available to this reviewer. Summing Up: Recommended. Libraries 
supporting professional pharmacy programs; upper-level undergraduates through 
faculty/researchers. -- J. S. Whelan, Harvard Medical School 
 
Reprinted with permission from CHOICE, copyright by the American Library 
Association. 

http://www.accesspharmacy.com/
http://www.clinicalpharmacology.com/
http://www.factsandcomparisons.com/
http://www.micromedex.com/products/academics/

